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“Fresh minds, new to the world, may find lust

. manddesirein knowledge; while minds that have

. |

o

experiencedatruetasteofliving,aresalaciousand
passionatetowardsthevictoryofunderstanding...
/ "—Chief Master Robert J. Ott

Uncertainty almost defeated our 2011
seminar before it began. The Super
Summer International Korean
Martial Arts Seminar of 2009 was
verymemorable,andverysuccessful.

Truthfully, as founder and host, | felt

victory,honor,andworry—perhapsonlya
FloweringWarriormaydeeplyunderstand—many
mentioned howtheywerelookingforwardtoour
next event.

Afterour2009 gathering, my professionaland
economicsecuritysuffered,asmycompany’sfive-
year military food service contract ended. We
excelled atdoing thisand so much more. Deeply
committed, my company focused on providing
excellent food and service for our U.S. soldiers.
Happily, we contributed, donating time, money
and effort for many well deserved causes.

Without a contract, | found myself terribly lost
andfrustrated. An extensionforour services was
given with no guarantee. We faced many busi-
ness, professionalandeven personalindignities.
This uncertainty lasted for 1 year and 9 months,
andeachday,wecontinuedtoserve,aswellaswe
could, with forced limitations.

| live by the principles and values of Korean
martial arts, in all aspects of my life. My martial
artssustainedmemorethanlcanexplain.lwant-
ed very much tohostanother great seminar, but
| was torn with uncertainty. | had to make a deci-
sion, couldleven attempttohaveanotherSuper
Seminar? Just when I finally knew that there was
no way | could possibly hostanother seminar, as
greatasour2009event,suddenly,Ireally sawthe
light!

The answer had been directly in front of my
face.The Flowering Warrior realization I had was
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that without martial arts in my life | would have
never been able to achieve the many victories |
had. Truthfully, | would not even be alive today!

My mind was clear. | knew what | had to do.
| turned my uncertainty about our 2011 Super
Seminar from a“not sure”to an“I'm going to do
even better than last time!”

Through advertising in Tae Kwon Do Times,
reputation, relationships,credentialsandthegreat
success of the 2009 event, people came from all
overtheworldtoattend.lhostedthisunforgetta-
bleevent,alongwithmanystudentsandsupport-
ers, through Flowering Warrior Enterprises, LLC.

Our Special Guest Instructors, Grandmaster
Kenneth P. MacKenzie, Grandmaster Rudy
Timmerman, Chief Master John Godwin, Chief
Master Kevin Janisse, Master Guy E. Larke
and Master Yang Jae Sik, all attended. Also,
Grandmaster Michael De Alba, Grandmaster
Geoff Booth, Grandmaster James McMurray
and Grandmaster Billy Lee Burchett attended
this gathering for support and brotherhood.
Furthermore, two months prior to the event, we
were informed that the President Grandmaster
Jeong Kyung-Hwa and Vice-President Master
Shin Joung Kun of the Korea Taekgyeon
Associationwouldofficiallyattend,uponrequest
and financial consideration, from the South
KoreanGovernment.Truesupportflowedfromall
directions of the Korean martial arts.

OnWednesday, August 17, official ceremonies
beganwithanexquisitelydeliciousmeal, catered
by the Korean BBQ (Mr. & Mrs. Kang.) Our
Master of Ceremonies, Grandmaster Kenneth
P. MacKenzie, was very talented as he flawlessly
madethespecialguestintroductionsandpresent-
edthelargescreenvideopresentation,highlighting
the event preparations.

Captivatingpresentationsabouthistory,health
andInternetmarketingweregivenbyguestspeak-
ers. Several exciting and superbly performed
martial art demonstrations followed; the first
being by Emily Juhl, whois the senior student of



Grandmaster Billy Burchett, then Chief Master Kevin Janisse, fol-
lowedbyGrandmasterGeoffBooth.Everyone performed magnifi-
cently.

Following this, the Korea Taekgyeon Association further
astoundedouraudiencebyamazinglyexecutingseveraldifferent
formsrarely performedinthe United States.Theyalso performed
partnertechniques,bringingtheaudiencetoastandingapplause!

Thelastdemonstration, performedbyCameronMcFadzen,who
isanine-year-old warrior,showed the crowd true CertainVictory.
CameronMcFadzenwasbornwithectrodactyly,aconditionwhere
bothhandsandfeetaremissingmanybonesandareshapedinaV.
Regardless, hisFloweringWarrior personalityandheartofvictory
enables his passions to surpass his challenges.

Following Cameron’s demonstration, | asked for all to come
closerand watch, as | presented to Cameron McFadzen the 2011
Flowering Warrior Martial Artist of the Year Award, a six-foot,
solid-woodtrophyengravedwithhisnameandtitle.Aslshookhis
handandpresentedittohim,tearscamefrommyeyes,forthehap-
piness and belief, which this boy will carry in his life. This award
hasnotbeenpresentedinmanyyears,onlybecauseapersonwho
deserves such recognition, has not crossed my path.

Brightandearly, beforebreakfast,both GrandmasterMackenzie
andChiefMasterJohnGodwininstructed meditation. Afterbreak-
fast, thetrainingbegan.Throughtheentireseminar,therewasover
30 hours of training, along with hiking, swimming, Wave Runner
riding and relaxation. The Flowering Warrior Shopping Mall fea-
tureduniqueproducts,neverseenonthelnternetoratmartialarts
distributors.

A Women'’s Self-Defense Seminar and a Youth Self-Defense
Seminar were instructed. For all attendees, a wooden engraved
nameplatewascarefullyplacedateachguest’sseat,andonthelast
night of the event, all were given a 3 x 4 foot framed poster, with
specialwords of appreciation.Laughterand warmthfilled theair,
happiness abounded.'ve always believed that goodness brings
goodness in life.

| was greatly honored to be given incredible gifts, which are all
deeplyappreciatedandwillalwaysbecherished,frommanyofthe
SpecialGrandmasterInstructorswhoattended.Thefirstwasfrom
GrandmasterJeongKyung-Hwa,whoisthePresidentoftheKorea
TaekgyeonAssociation,anditwasanexquisitelydone,handmade
scroll,accomplishedwithsuchheartandpassion,representingthe
true philosophies of the art of Taekgyeon. Next, | received a gift
from Grandmaster Rudy Timmerman—a set of his unique hand-
made Dan Bongs (like no other in the world) and with that set,
was one Ugly Stick.These items were presented tome, ina hand-
made case and are on display in my dojang. A formal Certificate
of Appointment,namingmeanAmerican AmbassadorforCheon
JiMuye Do was presented along with an Honorable eighth-dan
black belt certification in Cheon Ji Muye Do by the President/
Founder, GrandmasterWong-Ho.Lastlyandall sotouchingtomy
heart, were two gifts given from Grandmaster Billy Burchett. The
firstbeingacustommadecane,designedwithbeautifulcolorsand

GM Jung Kyung-Hwa with
CM Ott cutting the cake.
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carvedoutedges—atrueweaponthatcanbetakenanyplace.
The second was a painting of me, riding on one of my favorite
animals,thebuffalo.ltiswithoutquestion,agiftfromtheheart.
This masterful work of art was created by Grandmaster Billy
Burchett’s sister.

At the end of our 2011 seminar, each participant was pre-
sentedthreecertificatesfromthefollowingorganizations:The
National Korean Martial Arts Association, Korea Taekgyeon
Associationand,of course, FloweringWarriorEnterprises, LLC.
ThesecertificateswereeachpersonallysignedbyGrandmaster
Kenneth P. MacKenzie and me.

Inthe big picture, success, growth and togetherness came
to be. We each experienced many unforgettable moments. |
willalways remember when | had tearsin my eyes presenting
thetrophytotheyoungwarrior, presentingagiftof honor, the
FloweringWarriorSwordtoGrandmasterMacKenzie,andeven
thetimeboththePresidentoftheKoreaTaekgyeonAssociation
and | cut the custom designed cake together.

Inany case, allthe participantsleftknowingthat,ifheorshe
wouldhaveallowedtheeconomyorstrugglesthatournations
aregoingthroughtopreventtheirattendance,theywouldhave
only experienced a great loss!

On April 19, 2011, I received an official telephone call
notifying me that Certain Victory Food Services had been
awarded a new five-year contract. Pilsung!

So | share to all: Never forget that each wall was made for
a reason. “To go over it, under it, around it or through it!”
Don’tletyour challenges stop you from achieving your goals!

Recently, | was contacted by the Los Angeles region Korea
Times newspaper. The article about the 2011 Super Seminar
appeared in the Thursday, August 24 edition, and also in the
November 2011 edition of Tae Kwon Do Times. In those arti-
cles,and in this one, | acknowledge my appreciation to all for
assisting me in making this gathering a true success! rz*

To view or purchase the official aloum of this
event, please visit www.certainvictory.com.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Chief Master Robert J. Ott was born and raised in
Southern New Jersey. In 1995, he relocated his life to the Great Northwest and
continued forward with his passion for Korean martial arts. Having lost his eye
sight in 1990 as an innocent victim of a violent crime has not stopped him from
living and breathing his practice. He is often called the “Flowering Warrior” for
his positive attitude and strong character that he shares with all walks of life.
Today, he is the President/CEO of Certain Victory Food Services, which provides
the labor that feeds the third largest U.S. Army site in the country. He is also a
Chairman, father and husband and even more so, a survivor.

His book is titled Certain Victory and is often used as a reading require-
ment for students who are getting ready to test for their black belt. For more
information on his book, audio book, filmed documentary, seminars, speaking
engagements or the ability to read any of his other articles that have been
written in the past years, please go to www.certainvictory.com.






