 May 3, 2007 - The victim of a horrific crime and a life-threatening injury, a New Jersey man says his vision has never been clearer.

On one fateful night in 1990, Robert Ott's world changed forever. A bullet wound to the head took his sight, but not his spirit nor his passion for life and martial arts and definitely not his love for teaching it. 

Ott began training in the martial arts when he was only 11, ten years before he was shot in the head at point-blank range during a barroom scuffle. He left the hospital blind and unsure about his future. 

"I was extremely scared," he said. 

But 17 years later, he is a 6th degree black belt in Hapkido, a Korean form of martial arts. He is also a visiting teacher at Master Ken Mackenzie's school in Voorhees. 

Martial arts helped give Ott control over his life. So did Pil Sung, a Korean martial arts philosophy, which means certain victory thru strength, courage and an indomitable spirit. 

"I had thought at that time in my life I knew what Pil Sung was. I had no idea. I was finally tested to a level I thought I would never be tested," he said. 

After graduating from the Business Enterprise Program in New Brunswick, which trains the blind to help them get jobs, Ott became president and CEO of a food service business in Washington State that feeds more than 10,000 soldiers. 

He also has greater grasp on his true vision. "I am able to see when I look in the mirror a man who has a purpose and a direction, who is grateful and filled with appreciation for his life," said Ott. 

Ott returns to his students in New Jersey every year. He says each time he embarked on a new venture after his injury he didn't worry about failing because he knew he always could come home. 

You can learn more about Ott by visiting his website, certainvictory.com. 
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